
 

A Readers’ Theater Adaptation of Jason Chin’s 

Coral Reefs 

by Betty Potter 
 
 

Readers: 

Girl  Elkhorn Coral  Brain Coral  Staghorn Coral  

Moray eel  Sea Turtle  Octopus 

Optional:  The line drawing pictures representing each of the characters that accompany this 
script could be printed, colored, and hole punched to hang around each reader's neck. 
 

Gir l :   Hmmm – What a cool book.  Coral Reefs by Jason Chin. 

Elkhorn Coral:  For more than 400 million years, corals have been building reefs in the earth’s 
oceans.  Corals look like plants, but are actually animals. 

Brain Coral:  There are thousands of kinds of coral, and each species has a different shape 
and color.  Over hundreds of years, the coral piles up and spreads across the seafloor, 
eventually forming a living mountain called a coral reef. 

Staghorn Coral:  Coral Reefs are home to thousands of plants and animals.  There are so 
many species living in reefs that they are sometimes called the cities of the sea. 

Gir l :   Oh! Look at all the sea life! The book says that different parts of the reef have different 
kinds of animals.  They all interact in a complex web of relationships. 
 
Elkhorn Coral:  Many of the relationships are between predator, a species that hunts and eats 
other species, and prey, the species that gets eaten!  Many species are both predator AND 
prey. 
 
Brain Coral:  For example, corals eat plankton; parrot fish eat corals; groupers and sharks eat 
parrot fish.  A series of species that eat each other is called a food chain. 
 
Staghorn Coral:  There are many different food chains on the reef and all together they make 
up the food web. 

Gir l :   (excitedly) Swim little squirrelfish!  Hide in the reef so you won’t get eaten! 

Moray eel:  (deep, scary voice) Small fish can hide in the reef’s cracks and crevices, but my 
long, slender body is perfectly adapted to swim in and find them. 



 

 
Gir l :   What is this sandy area between the reef and the shore? 
 
Sea Turt le:  This is the lagoon.  Sea horses and young fish hide in the grass that covers the 
sea floor until they grow up and move to the reef.  I eat the sea grass itself.  

Gir l :   Oh, sorry – I didn’t see you there. 
 
Octopus:  The octopus is only one species that has developed unusual adaptations for 
disguise.  I can change the color and texture of my skin to blend in with my environment.  If a 
predator does happen to find me, I can release a cloud of ink to confuse it while I escape.  
 
Sea Turt le:  Sometimes different species work together to help each other survive. Many large 
predators have a partnership with tiny fish.  The large fish visit the small fish for a cleaning. 
 
Brain Coral:  The small fish swim all over their customers, picking parasites and dead skin off 
their scales, gills, and fins. 
 
Moray eel:  (deep, scary voice) The big fish even let the small ones swim inside their mouths to 
clean their teeth. 
 
Sea Turt le:  This arrangement works out well for everyone.  The small fish get a free meal, and 
the large fish get a cleaning. 
 
Elkhorn Coral:  More than four thousand kinds of fish and thousands of other species have 
been discovered in coral reefs – more than in any other part of the ocean.  But that’s not all.  
Scientists believe that reefs are home to millions of species that haven’t been discovered yet! 
 
Staghorn Coral:  Remarkably, this enormous quantity of life is squeezed into just a fraction of 
the ocean.  Coral reefs only cover less than half a percent of the total ocean floor.  With so many 
species living in such a small space, it’s no wonder coral reefs are called cities of the sea. 
 
Octopus:  Like all cities, reefs are busy places and they are full of thousands of different 
relationships that make coral reefs some of the most complex ecosystems in the world.  Each 
species has its place in the system, and all of them depend on the reef builders for their home: 
 
Al l  Corals:  the corals! 
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