
Reader’s Theater Adaptation of Patricia MacLachlan’s 
  

Wait ing for the Magic 
 

by Aimée van Heyst 
Readers: 
 
Narrator    William   Elinor    
Papa     Mama    
 
Narrator:  Waiting for the Magic is another entertaining book written by Patricia 
MacLachlan, the author of the Newbery Award winner, Sarah Plain & Tall.  It is the tale of a 
family and what lengths they go to maintain a “normal” life after their father walks out of their 
lives.  
 
Wil l iam:  It was early on a Saturday summer morning when my mother and father stopped 
arguing and Papa walked away. 
 
Narrator:  William’s father had left before, but this time he didn’t say goodbye or slam the 
door on his way out.  William’s four year old sister, said… 
 
El inor:  Click 
 
Narrator:  … as the door shut with a small, soft sound.  William could feel tears coming. He 
found a letter from Papa for him and another letter for Elinor.  
 
Papa:  Dear William, 
 

I’ve gone off to do some writing. I will call you. And I’ll be back to see you soon. I’m 
sorry for this. 

 
 I Love You! 
  
 Papa 
 
Narrator:  William read Elinor her note.  Their mom came in the room and told him to get 
ready to go somewhere.  He tore his letter up.  
 
Mama:  What’s that? 
 
Wil l iam:  Nothing.  Go where? 
 
Narrator:  Climbing into the car and getting strapped in, Mama told the kids… 
 
Mama:  We’re going to get a dog. 
 



Wil l iam:  Papa never wanted a dog. 
 
Mama:  That’s true.  Your father is a flawed man.  Everyone should have a dog. 
 
Narrator:  Elinor asked what ‘flawed’ meant and when she was told she announced… 
 
El inor:  Stupid is a bad word. 
 
Narrator:  Their mom began to cry quietly, knowing that she shouldn’t use ‘stupid’ in front 
of the kids.  She apologized to them.  
 
El inor:  Can we get a cat? 
 
Mama:  Yes. 
 
Narrator:  When they arrived, the woman at the shelter greeted them and led them to four 
dogs that were available for adoption.  They were different sizes, colors, energy levels and 
personalities. 
 
Wil l iam: Bryn, Bitty, Grace and Neo.  I like them all. 
 
Narrator:  William and Elinor were shocked when their mother said… 
 
Mama:  We’ll take them all. 
 
Narrator:  The shelter worker, Julia, was shocked as well.  Finally, Elinor picked out a cat 
named Lulu and Mama paid for the adoptions. 
 
Wil l iam:  So four dogs and a cat named Lulu replaced my father. 
 
Narrator: How can four dogs and a cat replace a family member? William and Elinor’s dad 
has left before, but has always returned. Will he come back this time? You’ll have to continue 
reading the book to find out what dynamics the animals have with their new owners and hear 
the story told partially through the dogs. 
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