
Reader’s Theater Adaptation of Ellen Potter’s 
 

The Humming Room 
 

by Aimée van Heyst  
Readers: 
 
Narrator 1    Mrs. Quick    Roo 
 
Narrator 2    Officer Catlin    Ms. Valentine 
 
 
Narrator 1:  The Humming Room, a book inspired by the classic novel The Secret 
Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett, begins with Roo hiding in the storm cellar with her 
legs pulled up and her chin on her knees, listening to the sounds of the men’s footsteps 
above her head. 
 
Narrator 2:  She knew they were going to find her eventually. 
 
Narrator 1:  Roo heard the familiar suck of air as the front door to her family’s home was 
pulled open, then came the metallic clanging of someone trying to open the storm door. 
 
Narrator 2:  Roo could see the state trooper’s gray pants and then two other skinny legs 
appear with lavender slippers. 
 
Mrs. Quick:  You the one I’m suppose to talk to?  Did you catch them who done this? 
 
Off icer Catl in:  We have someone in custody, ma’am.  How well did you know the 
family? 
 
Mrs. Quick:  Is all of them dead, then?  The girl too? 
 
Off icer Catl in:  Ma’am, please.  How well do you know them? 
 
Narrator 1:  Roo noticed he changed to the present tense. 
 
Mrs. Quick:  I know the girl. 
 
Off icer Cait l in:  What about the parents? 
 
Mrs. Quick:  They is trash in the same way trash is always trash.  Their lives is a mess. 
Their children’s lives is a mess.  Then they go hanging out with other trash and this… this 
is what happens.  You better tell me right now, young man.  What happened to the girl? 
 



Officer Cait l in:  We don’t know where she is, ma’am.  When did you see her last? 
 
Mrs. Quick:  Wasn’t but a few hours ago.  I feed her when I can. 
 
Off icer Cait l in:  Did she say anything about her family being in trouble?  Or in danger? 
 
Mrs. Quick:  Roo?  Ha!  That child hardly never says nothing.  She’s halfway to being 
savage.  She just woofed down her pie, stole the snake when my back was turned, and 
out she went. 
 
Off icer Cait l in:  She stole something? 
 
Mrs. Quick:  Now, don’t get the wrong idea.  She don’t steal nothing valuable.  Just 
doodads, little this-and-thats I find at the dollar store.  I leave them out for her.  What will 
you do with Roo when you all find her?  
 
Off icer Catl in:  A family member has already been contacted. 
 
Narrator 2:  Roo frowned.  Family?  She has no other family.  Oh, she supposed she had 
family somewhere, but she didn’t know them or care about them.  And since they’d never 
bothered to see her, she guessed they didn’t care about her either.  As it turned out, Roo 
had an uncle. 
 
Narrator 1:  While the authorities tried to reach Roo’s uncle, they placed Roo into a 
foster home with the Burrow’s and two girls who bullied her.  She tried to keep to herself.  
She liked to be by herself.  Finally the day came that Ms. Valentine, her uncle’s personal 
assistant, came to collect her.  
 
Narrator 2:  Ms. Valentine disapproved of Roo’s appearance, but they gathered her 
belongings and Roo began the journey to her new home on Cough Rock Island.  Ms. 
Valentine instructed Roo on her behavior and laid down the law:  Roo must never step foot 
in the east wing.  
 
Ms. Valentine:  If you become too much trouble, you’ll be sent straight back to the 
Burrows, that’s a promise.  It’s madness for your uncle to take you on.  I told him so. 
 
Narrator 1:  After the train, they hopped onto a Boston Whaler and headed out to Cough 
Rock.  The house looked more like an old school or a factory.  Approaching the entry into 
the lagoon, Roo read the sign that said:  St. Theresa’s Children’s Hospital. 
 
Roo:  You lied to me.  I’m suppose to be going to my uncle’s, not a children’s hospital. 
 
Ms. Valentine:  What on earth are you talking about?  (looking up and realizing)  It’s an 
old sign Roo.  This hasn’t been a children’s hospital in over sixty years. 



 
Narrator 2:  Her uncle wasn’t ready to see her.  Ms. Valentine led Roo up to her sparsely 
furnished room.  She was left to bathe and change, but instead, collapsed into a heap and 
bawled over past and present sorrows. 
 
Narrator 1:  Once finished, she decided to explore the house.  When turning down one 
hallway, she found herself in an area that looked nothing like the hallway she had come 
from.  This area had not been renovated and seemed colder.  
 
Narrator 2:  She poked around in a room that looked as though it had been part of the 
children’s hospital.  Seeing a loose floorboard, she pried at it with her fingers and 
discovered a box.  She took a ring from the box and replaced the box into its hiding place 
under the floorboards. 
 
Narrator 1:  She heard a noise that made her jump.  She was afraid it was Ms. Valentine 
coming to find her, but thankfully no one appeared.  Listening closely, she heard the noise 
again.  It sounded like a human humming, but changing the notes at odd intervals.  The 
tune held no joy.  
 
Narrator 2:  Roo placed her ear up to the wall and listened carefully.  That’s when the 
sound stopped. 
 
Roo:  Is someone in there?  … Who’s there? 
 
Narrator 1:  The next sound that came was a piercing scream causing her to cower, but 
also preparing her to be ready to fight to escape if needed. 
 
Narrator 2:  What was that noise?  Was it Roo’s uncle?  A Ghost Child?  Ms. Valentine?  
Or someone or something else?   Come find out when you help Roo uncover the secrets 
and haunting memories that survive in this house. 
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