
 
 

 
 

A Readers’ Theater Adaptation of Lutricia Clifton’s 
 

Freaky Fast Frankie Joe 
 

by Betty Potter 
 

 
Readers: 
 
Narrator  Neighbor  Mrs. Jones  Mr. Lopez   
 
Mr. O’Hare  Frankie Joe  Dad 
 
(Narrator should stand slightly apart from other readers, as an observer) 
 
 

Narrator:  It’s September.  The neighbors in the Lone Star Trailer Park in Laredo, 
Texas, look at Frankie Joe as he walks past.  He doesn’t like it.  They are probably 
whispering about him. 

Neighbor:  Oooh, there’s that boy.  You know - the one whose mother was in the 
newspaper. 

Narrator:  Frankie Joe sits down with Mr. O’Hare and Mr. Lopez at the picnic table 
outside Mrs. Jones trailer.  They know about his mom, but they are friends so they don’t 
say anything. 

Mrs. Jones:  Look what I made, Frankie Joe. 

Narrator:  It’s a chocolate cake with rainbow icing that spells out HURRY BACK HOME.  
Mr. Lopez, the house painter – or rather house “artist” – probably had a hand in 
decorating it.  He’s a nut for wild colors. 

Mr. O’Hare:  And here’s something to wash it down. 

Narrator:  A glass of punch.  Frankie Joe is the grandson Mr. O’Hare never had and 
they spend a lot of time together searching for space rocks in the Chihuahua Desert – 
and not just after school and on weekends, if you know what I mean. 

Mr. Lopez:  (looking at his watch) Better open your presents Frankie Joe.  Your dad’s 
gonna be here soon. 

Mrs. Jones:  Well, not real presents.  They’re more like mementos. 

Narrator:  A book from Mrs. Jones – Kidnapped, by Robert Louis Stevenson.  It’s 
Frankie Joe’s favorite book about a guy who leaves home and gets kidnapped by thugs 
and has to escape.  She helped him learn to read the hard words. 



 
 

 
 

Frankie Joe:  It’s great. 

Mrs. Jones:  (looking sad and wiping an eye) Just a reminder of our good times. 

Mr. O’Hare:  Open mine next. 

Narrator:  Another book.  One of Mr. O’Hare’s field guides to rock collecting. 

Frankie Joe:  This is great, too. 

Mr. O’Hare:  Maybe you’ll find some new kinds of rocks up there in Illinois.  You bring 
them back; we’ll add them to our collection. 

Mr. Lopez:  (again looking at his watch) I didn’t wrap mine ‘cause it’s colorful enough. 

Narrator:  He’s right.  It’s a strip of paint samples showing some of his color “creations” 
that Frankie Joe helped him mix and name. 

Mr. Lopez:  Maybe you’ll see some new colors on your trip.  You tell me about them 
when you get back – to inspire me. 

Frankie Joe:  Thanks, Mr. Lopez.  I’ll keep an eye out.   (pause)   Well, I guess I gotta 
go.  Thanks again.  See you … soon. 

Mr. O’Hare:  I know it seems like a long time, Frankie Joe, but the time will fly by. 

Mr. Lopez:  Yeah.  July will be here before you know it. 

Mrs. Jones:  Look upon it as an adventure. 

Frankie Joe:  (pretending to be excited) Yeah, adventure! 

Narrator:  But Frankie Joe isn’t excited.  He’s sad and a little scared.  He doesn’t want 
to leave his friends and the life he knows to go live with a dad he doesn’t know while his 
mom is in jail.  What if his dad doesn’t like him?  What if he doesn’t like his dad? 

Dad:  Hello there, Frankie Joe.  I’m your dad. 

Narrator:  So many changes…so many questions…so much unknown 

Frankie Joe:  I figured… 

Narrator:  Frankie Joe’s dad looks surprised that Frankie Joe has only one suitcase 
and his beat up old bike. 

Dad:  What about the money I sent for your birthday?  You know, for a new bicycle. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Narrator:  Frankie Joe never knew his dad sent money.  What else didn’t his mom tell 
him? 

Things like:  You’re named after your father, Franklin Joseph Huckaby.  You look a lot 
like him – tall, red headed, with freckles across your nose.  You have a stepmother and 
four younger half brothers in Illinois – FOUR!  

Frankie Joe:  (intensely) I’ve got a plan.  I’ll escape before it starts to snow.  I can find 
my way back to Texas and be waiting for Mom at home in Laredo when she gets out of 
jail.  I’ll need some money. 

Narrator:  She never told him what it’s like to be part of a family and community.   

You will have to read the book to find out how Frankie Jo copes with all the changes in 
his life -- a new family that may or may not be glad to see him, a community that seems 
to know more about him than he knows about himself, and the unfamiliar concept of 
RESPONSIBILITY.   And Texas…does he make it back? 

So many changes…so many questions…so much unknown 
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