
A Readers’ Theater Adaptation of Katherine Applegate’s 
 

The One and Only Ivan 
 

By Mary Pettit 
 

Readers: 
 
Narrator      Ivan 1      Ivan 2      Ivan 3      Ivan 4      Ivan 5      Mack      Bob      Stella      
 
Optional prop:  a toy horn and someone to blow it at the indicated spots in the script. 
 
 
Narrator:    The One and Only Ivan by Katherine Applegate is told in free verse poetry 
through the voice of Ivan, a silverback gorilla, who has lived at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and 
Video Arcade for twenty-seven years. 
 
Ivan 1:  Mack works here at the mall.  He is the boss.  I work here too.  I am the gorilla. 
 
Ivan 2:  Stella and Bob are my dearest friends.   
 
Ivan 3:  Stella is an elephant whose domain is next to mine.  Bob is a stray dog who 
sneaks in at night to sleep on my stomach.  
 
Mack:  Welcome to “The Littlest Big Top on Earth!”   
 
Ivan 4:  Every day at two, four, and seven, humans fan themselves, drink sodas, and 
applaud.  Babies wail.   
 
Ivan 5:  Mack, dressed like a clown, pedals a tiny bike.  A dog named Snickers rides on 
Stella’s back.  Stella sits on a stool.  It is a very sturdy stool. 
 
Ivan 1:  I don’t do any tricks.  And Mack always says:  
 
Mack:   It’s enough for you to be you, Ivan. 
 
Ivan 2:  But lately, a day might go by without a single visitor.   
 
Mack:  I’m worried about business.  You’re not cute anymore, Ivan. 
 
Ivan 3:  When visitors look at me, they say, “He looks lonely.”   
 
Ivan 4:  I want to tell them, “It’s not so bad.  With enough time, you can get used to 
almost anything.” 



 
Ivan 5:  Circling Stella’s legs are long-ago scars. 
 
Stel la:  They are from the chains I wore as a youth when I worked at the famous circus.   
 
Ivan 1:  One of Stella’s feet never healed completely.  She limps when she walks, and 
sometimes her foot gets infected, but she never complains. 
 
Ivan 2:  Bob is a tiny wiry dog, and fast, like a barking squirrel.  He is nut colored and big 
eared.  His tail moves like weeds in the wind. 
 
Bob:  [Barks multiple times.] 
 
Ivan 3:  Why don’t you want a home, Bob? 
 
Bob:  Everywhere is my home.  I am a wild beast, my friend! 
 
Ivan 4:  Bob won’t let humans touch him.   
 
Bob:  Their scent upsets my digestion! 
 
Narrator:  One day, Ivan and his friends notice that something out of the ordinary is 
about to happen at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video Arcade. 
 
Ivan 5:  Stella is the first to notice the change, but soon we all feel it. 
 
Ivan 1:  We knew a new animal was coming to the Big Top Mall. 
 
Ivan 2:  How do we know this?  Because we listen, we watch, and most of all, we sniff 
the air. 
 
Ivan 3: Humans always smell odd when change is in the air.  Like rotten meat, with a hint 
of papaya. 
 
Bob:  I’m afraid our new neighbor will be a giant cat with slitted eyes and a coiled tail. 
 
Stel la:  [sadly]  No.  A truck will arrive this afternoon carrying a baby elephant. 
 
Ivan 4:  How do you know? 
 
Stel la:  I can hear her.  She’s crying for her mother. 
 
Ivan 5:  You’re just hoping. 
 



Stel la:  [closes her eyes and says softly]  No, not hoping.  Not at all. 
 
Ivan 1:  The new neighbor arrives after the four-o’clock show. 
 
Bob:  [Barks multiple times, then says:]  They’re coming! 
 
Ivan 2:  Bob always knows what’s happening.  He’s a useful friend to have, especially 
when you can’t leave your domain. 
 
Bob:  A big white truck is backing up to the door, belching smoke!   
 
Ivan 3:  When the driver opens the truck, I know that Stella is right. 
 
Ivan 4:  A baby elephant is inside.  I see her trunk, poking out from the blackness. 
 
Ivan 5:  I’m glad for Stella.  But when I glance at her, I see she is not glad at all. 
 
Mack:  This is Ruby, folks!  This little gal is gonna sell us some tickets! 
 
Ivan 1:  Mack and two men climb into the black cave of the truck.  We hear noise, 
scuffling. 
 
Ivan 2:  Ruby makes a noise too, like one of the little trumpets they sell at the gift store. 
 
[If a toy horn is available, blow it here.] 
 
Mack:  [loudly and gruffly]  MOVE!  MOVE!  We haven’t got all day! 
 
[If a toy horn is available, blow it here.] 
 
Ivan 3:  Inside her domain, Stella paces.  She slaps her trunk against the rusty metal 
bars.  She grumbles. 
 
[If a toy horn is available, blow it here.] 
 
Stel la:  [makes grumbling, mumbling noises] 
 
[If a toy horn is available, blow it here.] 
 
Ivan 4:  Relax, Stella.  It will be okay. 
 
[If a toy horn is available, blow it here.] 
 
Stel la:  Ivan, it will NEVER EVER be okay. 



 
[If a toy horn is available, blow it here, multiple times.] 
 
Narrator:  With the arrival of Ruby, the baby elephant, nothing will ever be the same again 
at the Exit 8 Big Top Mall and Video Arcade.  Read Katherine Applegate’s The One and 
Only Ivan to find out what happens! 
 

The End 
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